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“One can spend hours watching these
monkeys, as though observing a wild troop
– starting to learn the intricacies of their
family life.”
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A VISIT TO THE

PRIMATE
SANCTUARY
BY: JENNIFER DRAISS

ranch in Texas might be the last place one would expect
to find a peaceful refuge for more than 500 monkeys, but
stepping into the Born Free USA Primate Sanctuary, this
is exactly what one encounters. Recently, I was given the special
opportunity to travel to Texas and meet the staff and animals at
the Sanctuary. Given my past experiences working at sanctuaries
in Africa and Indonesia, along with volunteering in the U.S., I
had a rough idea of what I could expect to see; however, those
expectations quickly fell to the wayside as I entered the gates.
I was welcomed by Shanay Dickey, the Sanctuary’s Manager,
and I followed her down a long dirt road surrounded by fencing
on either side. Once in a while, you might hear some scuffling
or a vocalization, but other than that, all was relatively calm.
At the Sanctuary, many species of monkeys live their lives
in relative freedom in enclosures measuring up to 50 acres,
filled with trees, cacti, flowers, ponds, birds, lizards, and the
occasional snake. Their days are spent foraging through the
long grasses, jumping from tree to tree, grooming with friends
and family under the hot Texas sun, and chasing away the
occasional cat who has come to steal a bit of chow. One can
spend hours watching these monkeys, as though observing a
wild troop – starting to learn the intricacies of their family life,
which foods are preferred, which males have left to form their
own bachelor troop, and who is at the top and bottom of the
social hierarchy.
While none of this may seem out of the ordinary, for these
monkeys, the freedom to live out a relatively wild life, with minimal
dependence on humans, is a lifetime away from anything they
have ever known. Sadly, nearly all of the monkeys who are
now lucky enough to call this Sanctuary home were previously
kept as “pets” in human households or have been retired from
research labs – environments where individuals would have
little choice in their day-to-day activities. For many, arriving at
the Sanctuary is the first time they have seen another member of
their own species, let alone have lived life outside of a small cage.
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12)
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In celebration of Endangered
Species Day (May 18), we’ve
dedicated this edition of Born
Free USA’s Animal Issues Digest to
endangered species. At Born Free,
we have a special place in our hearts
for endangered species —  those
species that, for various reasons
(which typically includes human
interference), are on the brink of
extinction. As I’ve said before, I
dream of a world where my two
little girls will be able to see all such species in their natural
habitats.
We all know about the plight of endangered lions and
elephants, who continue to be killed by trophy hunters. In this
Magazine, we tell you about Born Free’s multi-faceted approach
to end trophy hunting (pg. 8), including multiple engagements
with CNN (I did a live debate with a trophy hunter on Cuomo
Prime Time (pg. 3)).
But, we must not forget about all of the other endangered
species, like pangolins, the most trafficked mammal in the world.
Recently, as a part of our efforts to educate children about
compassionate conservation (pgs. 4, 9), I spoke to a group
of sixth graders (with KidUnity) and first graders (at Stonegate
Elementary). I showed a picture of a pangolin, a species that
most adults have never heard of, and it was inspiring to see that
kids today know more about animals in the wild than most of us
did growing up! I was even more blown away when one first
grader talked to me at length about endangered species.
I hope you enjoy our articles about endangered species
(pgs. 16-19), as well as our Fur for the Animals campaign (pg.
6), efforts to protect the Endangered Species Act (pgs. 3, 7),
work in Africa (pg. 10), and our Primate Sanctuary in South
Texas (pg. 15), all of which relate to endangered species.
We also introduce you to our newest staff (pg. 5), one of
whom wrote the powerful cover story about her visit to our
Primate Sanctuary (pgs. 1, 12-13). And, because we exist due to
your generosity, we have started a Fundraising Corner (pgs. 11,
20), which allows us to highlight fundraising efforts and thank
Wildlife Heroes.
On this Endangered Species Day, I hope something in this
Magazine will inspire you — much the same way a group of
precocious elementary school kids inspired me — to take some
kind of action to protect endangered species.
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N E W S & U P DAT E S
Learn More: Follow Born Free USA on social media,
where we will announce the launch of the new site!
www.twitter.com/bornfreeusa
www.facebook.com/bornfreeusa

Learn More: Read more about the work Born Free USA is
doing to challenge trophy hunting on page 8.
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WILL TRAVERS NAMED PRESIDENT
Earlier this year, the Board of
Directors voted to have Will
Travers OBE, a wildlife expert and
co-founder of Born Free USA and
longtime Board Member, named
as President of Born Free USA!
As President, Will shall serve as
an ambassador of the Born Free
brand at events and in the media to help spread our message of
compassionate conservation.

PHOTO: WWW.PIXEL.LA FREE STOCK PHOTOS

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHING SOON
We
are
excited
to
announce that Born Free
USA is developing a
new and much improved
website! The new website
is the product of months
of hard work, planning,
design, and organization, all with one important goal in mind:
making it easier for our supporters to learn about our work and
take action for animals! The website will boast a fresh design
with engaging photos that celebrate the beautiful animals at the
core of our work at Born Free.

VICTORY FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES
In a major, but
hard-fought, win for
endangered species,
Born Free worked
with its supporters
and Congress to
prevent
disastrous
riders from the final
FY 2018 Omnibus
Bill that was recently passed. The bills outlining the budget
for FY 2018 became riddled with anti-Endangered Species
Act legislative riders that would have weakened the ESA and
removed federal protections from endangered species. It was
a lengthy and difficult battle, but in the end, a major win for
endangered species and the ESA.
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In advance of CNN broadcasting the pro-trophy hunting
documentary, Trophy, Prashant Khetan, Born Free USA CEO
and General Counsel, was asked to appear on CNN multiple
times to discuss trophy hunting, including a live debate with
a trophy hunter on Cuomo Prime Time. As this Administration
takes actions to promote trophy hunting, these and other public
communications were an important opportunity to reiterate that
killing is not conservation.

Learn More: Read more about this important win and what
to expect for 2019 on page 7.

IVORY BAN IN THE U.K.
In
April,
the
United
Kingdom announced plans
to enact what will be one
of the world’s toughest bans
on ivory sales! Not only is
this an important victory for
wildlife, it is a major win for
Born Free, which has been
campaigning for such a
ban in the U.K. since 1989,
and will continue to fight for
similar bans in other countries, including the United States.
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BORN FREE USA CEO ON CNN

While our Magazine normally directs readers to read more
about news and campaigns on our website, due to the website
development project, we are only able to direct you to temporary
web pages for some articles. We regret the inconvenience, but
assure you that the new website will be worth this slight setback!

Learn More: Visit http://bit.ly/ukivoryban.
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N E W S & U P DAT E S
PARTICIPATING IN EARTH DAY (NY)

Born Free welcomes the decision by several prominent fashion
designers and brands to go fur-free, including Gucci, Michael
Kors, Versace, and Furla! Born Free USA is the U.S. representative
of the Fur Free Alliance, an international coalition of 40 animal
protection organizations working together to end the exploitation
and killing of animals for fur. Together with the FFA, Born Free
USA works with designers, brands, and companies to convince
them to go fur-free.
You Can Help: Don’t purchase products from retailers that
continue to use fur.

You Can Help: Take the pledge at http://bit.ly/pledgeearthday.

PRESENTATION ON FUR & TRAPPING
Prashant Khetan, Born
Free USA CEO (& General
Counsel), was asked to
present at the 7th Annual
Animal
Law
Review
Symposium at the Lewis &
Clark Law School. Prashant
spoke on a panel about
animals used as resources; specifically, he discussed trapping
and fur, from a legal perspective as well as the work that Born
Free is doing to combat these barbaric practices.
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On April 15, Born Free took
part in Earth Day New York,
an annual event in New
York that brings together
hundreds of thousands of
people in celebration of
our beautiful planet. At the
event, we invited attendees
to sign our Earth Day Pledge, a promise to peacefully share our
world with the many animals who also call it home.

Learn More: Read more about Born Free’s anti-trapping
and anti-fur efforts on page 6.

CHAD SPECIES ID GUIDE COMPLETED

EDUCATING CHILDREN ABOUT ANIMALS
Following in the footsteps of Born Free USA co-founder Virginia
McKenna, Born Free USA’s CEO, Prashant Khetan, has begun
a long-term project to meet with groups of school-aged children
to educate them, at an early age, about compassionate
conservation. Prashant was most impressed by a group of firstgraders who not only identified a pangolin from a picture, but
asked insightful questions about why people trophy hunt and
wear fur.
Learn More: Read more about what Born Free is doing to
educate children around the world on page 9.
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CELEBRATING FUR-FREE VICTORIES

After months of grueling work,
Born Free, working with others,
has developed a guide to facilitate
the identification of species that
range in Chad. The identification
guide provides wildlife law
enforcement officers with a visual
representation of the animal and
plant species that are protected, as
well as other information vital for
authorities working at key border
posts targeted by traffickers to
stop illegal wildlife trade to/from
Chad and to reduce wildlife crime at a subregional level.
Learn More: Visit http://bit.ly/chadguide.

N E W S & U P DAT E S
NEW BORN FREE USA FAMILY MEMBERS
Please join us in welcoming new staff and
Board Members since our last Magazine.
MANISHA CHAUDHARI,
ACCOUNTING CLERK
Manisha joined the Operations/Finance
team in October 2017. She has a Masters
degree in Bioengineering from Drexel
University. While her 2 daughters were
young, for 10 years, she decided to be
a stay at home mom. During that time,
Manisha volunteered as an elementary
PTA Treasurer and ran a Youth Sports
Business, i9 Sports, with her husband.
Manisha enjoys puzzles, crochet, walks,
and bike rides with her family.
JENNIFER DRAISS,
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE
Jen joined the Development team in
February 2018. In her role, she manages
and supports many aspects of our
fundraising efforts. Jen brings a deep
concern and understanding of animal
welfare issues along with hands-on
experience in direct animal rescue and
care. She previously worked in Indonesia
at the Sumatra Orangutan Conservation
Programme and was Assistant Manager
at Limbe Wildlife Centre in Cameroon.
KATIE KENNEY, PRIMATE CAREGIVER
Katie’s passion for the welfare of animals
and fighting against cruelty, along with her
experience as a charity event organizer,
led her to Born Free USA. She previously
volunteered with companion animal
organizations, including on the ASPCA’s
Field Investigations & Response team, and
she worked with the Wolf Sanctuary in
Colorado.
JULIE KLUCK, PROGRAM ASSOCIATE
Julie started as an Intern last fall, and
became a full time member of the
Campaigns team in January 2018. She
most recently served as the Communications
& Marketing Coordinator at Friendship
Hospital for Animals in Washington, D.C.,
and she decided to dedicate herself to
wildlife conservation and advocating for

endangered species and stopping wildlife
trafficking, among many other important
concerns facing wildlife today.
JANE LODATO,
MEMBER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jane joined the Born Free USA Board
of Directors in December 2017. She
brings a wealth of experience in building
organizations and teams with a focus
on marketing and branding. Jane is the
owner/principal of Studio Lodato, an
organizational brand, marketing, and
advertising consultancy firm in the San
Francisco Bay Area. She has worked
with networks, celebrities, and companies
such as Adidas, ABC, and Silicon Valley
Bank. Jane enjoys partnering with smart,
creative thinkers, and companies and
organizations that are committed to
making a difference.
MICHAEL REYNER,
MEMBER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michael joined the Born Free USA Board
of Directors in September 2017. He is the
Senior Partner of MWM Consulting, the
leading board-level search and advisory
firm based in London, and he previously
spent 15 years at McKinsey, a global
consulting firm. A graduate in Modern
History from Oxford University, Michael
has long been an active member of
various animal welfare and conservation
charities. In 2009, he became the
Chairman of the Born Free Foundation,
a post that he continues to fill today,
and in 2018, he became Chairman of
The Pangea Trust, a new organization
dedicated to establishing the first major
elephant sanctuary in Europe. Outside
of these interests, Michael is Chairman
of Beaconsfield Town FC, the local youth
soccer club, and Deputy Chairman of the
Governors at a local school.
JESSICA STABILE, AFRICA POLICY
& CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM
ASSOCIATE
Jessica joined the Africa Policy and
Capacity Building program in October

2017, having assisted the team as an
intern in the past. She is an attorney with
both J.D. and L.L.M. degrees, specializing
in international environmental law. Having
previously studied biology and worked
in the environmental conservation and
sustainable development fields, Jessica
decided to dedicate her professional
career to her true passion. She recently
completed additional graduate degrees
in wildlife conservation and conservation
criminology, and is thrilled to now be able
to directly apply that knowledge to her
work with Born Free USA’s Africa Program.
SARAH URREY, PRIMATE CAREGIVER
Sarah graduated from the University
of North Carolina at Greensboro with
a degree in Anthropology. Throughout
college and before, she worked in
veterinary clinics and at a wildlife park
where she gained experience with animal
husbandry and an understanding of
animal behavior.
CHRIS WITT, DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT & DONOR
RELATIONS
Chris has worked in the nonprofit field
for over 20 years as a development
professional. She has spent much of her
career helping people support the causes
they believe in through estate planning
and current gifts. She is passionate about
animals and believes that we all deserve
autonomy and compassion.
LAUREN (EMBER) WOLF,
PRIMATE CAREGIVER
Lauren joined the Primate Sanctuary
following her work under Dr. Susan Perry
at the Lomas Barbudal Monkey Project
in Costa Rica. While working at this
project, she witnessed firsthand habitat
degradation and the imposition of other
anthropogenic
influences
negatively
impacting capuchin monkeys. Lauren is
committed to fighting for conservation and
rights of non-human primates.
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U.S. C A M PA I G N S
TRAPPING
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FEDERAL LEGISLATION:
TRAPPING UPDATE

PHOTO: BORN FREE USA

THE FUR TRADE

WHAT HAPPENED TO ALL THAT FUR?
This time last year, Born Free was celebrating a significant
step forward in our fight against trapping – the introduction of
three anti-trapping bills in the U.S. House of Representatives:
the Refuge from Cruel Trapping Act (H.R. 1438), the Public
Safety and Wildlife Protection Act (H.R. 1629), and the Limiting
Inhumane Federal Trapping (LIFT) Act (H.R. 1727). Together,
these bills would ban the use of traps on our federal public lands
and by our federal employees and would restrict the movement
of traps within the U.S. But they still have a long way to go
before they are enacted.
Since those three bills were introduced last year, we
have seen dozens of reported incidents involving “non-target”
trapping victims. Last spring, an endangered Florida panther
was found caught in two snare traps. He underwent numerous
surgeries, including an amputation, and survived, but can
never be released back into the wild. On November 27, a dog
stepped in a trap next to a hiking trail in Nevada and suffered
injuries to his leg and teeth. On December 16, in Wisconsin, a
great horned owl was found with his toes crushed in a leghold
trap. On March 12, in Idaho, a cat was found in the middle of
the street dragging a trap attached to his leg, which had to be
amputated. The list goes on, and on, and on.
These and the other trapping victims, both target and
non-target, need your help.
You Can Help: Contact your U.S. representative and urge
him or her to cosponsor all three anti-trapping bills.
Jennifer Place
Director of Government Relations
Pike Associates, LLC
jplace@pikeassoc.com
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From 2014 to 2016, Born Free held an annual fall donation
drive for our Fur for the Animals campaign. Each year, we
collected coats, capes, hats, stoles, and rugs made from real
animal fur (over the three-year span, we received over 2,750
fur items). At the end of each collection period, the fur was sent
to wildlife rehabilitation centers around the country that use fur
to comfort and provide warmth to their sick, injured, elderly,
or orphaned animals. It’s our way of giving the fur back to the
animals!
During my time sorting and shipping the fur items, I was
quite astonished about how many fur items we received that
came from endangered species. Over the years, to name a few,
we received a leopard coat, a pillow made from differing big cat
furs, lynx coats, several wolf coats, a zebra hide, and a gorilla
coat. For these fur items, we send them to the U.S. National
Wildlife Property Repository, which is a facility responsible for
receiving and storing endangered wildlife items. Depending
on the species, many of the items are donated to educational
facilities, non-profit organizations, and conservation agencies to
help educate on endangered species and other wildlife. The rest
of the items stay stored in a secure environment.
Even though there is a small amount of gratitude in knowing
that we’ve been able to give the fur back to the animals and
that we’ve been able to help educate the public on endangered
species, I’m sorrowful to see that even these animals are not
safe from this plight, especially when they’re already struggling
to survive without the added pressure of being illegally hunted.
Learn More: Visit http://bit.ly/ffagallery.

Julie Kluck
Campaign Associate
julie@bornfreeusa.org

U.S. C A M PA I G N S
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT
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The most endangered
species in Washington,
D.C. is the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) itself!
The biggest threat to
this law – supported by
90% of American voters
– is none other than the
U.S. Congress. Since
the 115th Congress
gaveled into session
in 2017, at least 63
legislative attacks on the ESA have been introduced. While many
of these attacks remove protections for endangered species,
others seek to weaken the law itself. Many of these attacks made
their way into the FY 2018 budget bills as legislative riders. One
such rider that we have encountered in countless bills over the
years seeks to remove federal protections for the endangered
gray wolf in Wyoming and the Great Lakes States.
Born Free, as part of a coalition of conservation organizations,
used every tool at our disposal to fight these riders and remove
them from the final budget for FY 2018. We were warned by
insiders that we needed to prepare ourselves for failure – that
even if we could get some anti-ESA riders removed from the
budget, we wouldn’t succeed in saving species like wolves. We
fought anyway. We called House and Senate Leadership and
House and Senate Appropriations Committee offices until they
were tired of hearing from us … and then we asked you to call
them. And against all odds, we succeeded! Endangered wolves
are still protected, and the ESA is still intact.
It may feel like this is the time to relax and bask in our
victory, but our fight isn’t over yet. Until the 115th Congress
adjourns, the threat to the ESA will remain. Indeed, the fight for
the FY 2019 budget is just around the corner, so stay tuned and
help us save the ESA from extinction!
You Can Help: Look out for bills at your local/state level
that seek to strip protections from endangered species, and
contact us so that we can help ensure that the same success
at the federal level isn't undermined by state laws.
Jennifer Place
Director of Government Relations
Pike Associates, LLC
jplace@pikeassoc.com
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SAVING THE ENDANGERED SPECIES
ACT FROM EXTINCTION!

WILD ANIMALS IN CAPTIVITY

COMBATING CAPTIVITY
Animals in Captivity is a significant issue not only in the United
States, but worldwide. Exotic animals are held captive for a
variety of reasons, but most notably as pets and for entertainment
in circuses or traveling roadside zoos. These captive animals
are kept caged or chained in trucks and trailers that are not of
adequate size and denied the ability for adequate exercise and
to express natural behaviors. In short, these animals live a very
unhealthy life of confinement full of stress.
At Born Free, our goal is to end the practice of holding wild
animals in captivity. In doing so, we work actively to not only
get favorable laws passed at the state level, but also to engage
in legislative meetings and hearings. Recently, we addressed
Alabama state representatives in support of House Bill 253,
which would ban the sale, trade, or breeding of certain big cats
(such as lions, tigers, and leopards) and wolves.
I personally helped bring an ordinance before a City
Council in Gaithersburg, Maryland, which would ban the
use and display of exotic animal acts for entertainment. We
accomplished this by voicing our support of the ordinance and
in attending the City Council meeting where the legislation was
discussed. We are pleased to report that the City Council voted
to bring this most important ordinance to legislation, where
hopefully it becomes a future law.
Born Free continues to seek out and identify other state and
local jurisdictions that are primed for similar laws, so that all
animals suffering in captivity can be saved.
You Can Help: Contact us when you’re ready to lead
an effort at your next city council meeting for a bill that
would prevent live animals from being used in circuses in
your town.

Julie Kluck
Campaign Associate
julie@bornfreeusa.org
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U.S. C A M PA I G N S
WILDLIFE TRADE

A trophy hunt is a practice in which a hunter pays to kill a wild
animal, and a “trophy” (a part of the animal, usually the head)
is kept to commemorate the hunt. Trophy hunters claim that their
hunts aid wildlife conservation efforts, but many of their targeted
species are already struggling to survive. For instance, elephant
populations have plummeted from a few million in the early
1900s to about 415,000 today, and only as few as 20,000
lions remain in the wild. When the U.S. Government took steps
this past Fall to promote trophy hunting, Born Free sprang to
action on multiple fronts:
• Born Free filed a lawsuit against the Administration
challenging its reliance on what are called “enhancement
findings” – legal prerequisites to getting a permit to import a
“trophy” from a hunt. Specifically, hunters are required to show
that granting a permit will enhance the survival of the species
being hunted; however, the Government has the ability to issue
a broad finding that all hunts of a species from a country satisfy
this requirement, thereby making it a mere formality to request a
permit. Born Free joined a lawsuit with other groups to challenge
the Administration’s ability to issue such broad findings. And,
when the Administration more recently stated that it would throw
out prior Government findings that trophy hunting does not
enhance the survival of specific species, Born Free amended its
lawsuit to challenge the Administration’s policy. That lawsuit is
pending.
• Last Fall, the Administration announced the formation
of the International Wildlife Conservation Council (IWCC), a
taxpayer-funded group composed entirely of pro-hunters, to
“advise the Secretary of the Interior on the benefits international
hunting has on foreign wildlife and habitat conservation, antipoaching and illegal wildlife trafficking programs, and other
ways in which international hunting benefits human populations
in these areas.” Concerned by the inherent bias of the IWCC,
Born Free submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
8

seeking further information about its establishment. When
the Administration repeatedly failed to provide the requested
information, we sued to hold the Government accountable for
its lack of transparency. Additionally, a Born Free representative
attended IWCC’s first public meeting, which confirmed that the
IWCC intends to push a pro-hunting agenda, thereby confirming
the need for Born Free’s lawsuit.
• Born Free also has been working to keep the public
informed about trophy hunting and, specifically, to refute the
oft-repeated but false claim that trophy hunting significantly
aids wildlife conservation. In January, Born Free USA’s CEO,
Prashant Khetan, spoke out in a televised segment about trophy
hunting on CNN; engaged a live debate with a trophy hunter on
CNN’s Cuomo Prime Time; emphasized in a CNN.com article
that killing animals does not conserve them; and wrote an op-ed
about how trophy hunting harms wildlife.
• Born Free is working at the state level with other advocacy
groups to encourage state laws that prohibit the importing of
hunted trophies – i.e., if this Congress won’t pass such laws at
the federal level, then we will try to get similar laws passed at
the state level.
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TAKING ACTION AGAINST TROPHY HUNTING

Learn More: The new website will update you on our efforts
to end trophy hunting.

Rachel Ruben Taschenberger, PhD
Editor/Content Developer
rachel@bornfreeusa.org

I N T ' L C A M PA I G N S
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EDUCATION EFFORTS OVERSEAS

WHAT HAS WILDLIFE EXPERT BARRY
MACKAY BEEN UP TO IN CANADA?
This is the start of a new and exciting focus on education for Born
Free. By starting small, we aim to strengthen what we already do
and build on areas of success, developing an impactful program
that can be delivered on a global scale.
We recognize the connection between wildlife and
community well-being. The human element cannot be separated
from the conservation of wildlife. Therefore, building a sense
of stewardship towards our planet, its natural resources, and
our wild neighbors is so important for the survival of so many
species. After all, what would our world be like without them?
Wild animals are facing threats from every direction, not
least of which is the over-exploitation of the resources on which
we all rely. Through education, Born Free aims to empower
people with the knowledge and drive to co-exist with the planet’s
fast dwindling wildlife.
Born Free is working on such projects in Kenya, South Africa,
and Ethiopia. For example, Born Free Ethiopia’s Wildlife Rescue,
Conservation and Education Centre (Ensessa Kotteh) currently
boasts a beautifully designed education and visitor center called
the Tree House, for which we are working with an Australian
designer to provide a truly educational experience both inside
and outside the building. And in the United Kingdom, we will
be working with consultants to develop teaching resources.
These resources will support primary school education, focusing
on topics such as adoptions, endangered species, exotic pets,
and habitats.
Inspiring and empowering people from all walks of life will
change attitudes and behavior towards wildlife forever.
Learn More: Read all about our international education
efforts at https://www.bornfree.org.uk/education.

Ending Cetacean Captivity: Marine mammals are exploited
in captivity, whether they are kept confined for humans to
observe or forced to perform tricks for our “entertainment.”
Born Free was part of a recent effort to stop the future keeping
of cetaceans (whales, dolphins, and porpoises) in captivity in
Canada, including at the Vancouver Aquarium. Barry helped to
put pressure on the Aquarium and, in 2018, it announced an
end to putting cetaceans on display. We are thrilled that fewer
cetaceans will be kept in unnatural captive conditions!
Stopping Deer Culls: Humans often claim that there are too
many deer, which leads to extensive deer culling (mass killing).
In western Canada, Born Free fights against the lethal culling of
mule deer, a species in decline. Barry has played a significant
role in stopping or preventing these culls in several communities
in British Columbia by meeting with police and government
officials, providing information for meetings, and helping to
produce a scientific report. These efforts will spare the lives of
numerous deer in this region.
Saving Snapping Turtles: For years, Born Free and several
other organizations worked together to stop the legal hunting of
snapping turtles in Ontario, Canada – and it finally happened!
In 2017, Barry was part of a successful effort to convince the
Canadian government to protect snapping turtles from this cruel
practice, which included writing letters to government officials to
aid with the anti-hunting campaign. In March, the Ontario Minister
of Natural Resources and Forestry announced that, after decades
of concern from citizens, the legal hunt of snapping turtles would
end. Hunters will no longer be able to hook or trap this harmless
species: a major animal welfare and conservation victory!
Learn More: The new website will regularly feature the latest
work by expert Barry MacKay.

Laura Gosset MSc

Rachel Ruben Taschenberger, PhD

Head of Education, Born Free Foundation

Editor/Content Developer

laura@bornfree.co.uk

rachel@bornfreeusa.org
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I N T ' L C A M PA I G N S
West Africa is a region with
rich marine biodiversity,
including several endangered
species of sharks such as
the Scalloped Hammerhead
Shark (Sphyrna lewini),
Great Hammerhead Shark
(Sphyrna mokarran), and
Whale Shark (Rhincodon
typus). Yet, last year, Chinese
vessels illegally fishing off
the coast of Guinea were intercepted with a haul of shark fins
and 30 bags of shark carcasses. Rays also are vulnerable due
to their low reproduction rate and, similar to sharks, rays are
often utilized only for a single body part, their gill plates.
In response to the rampant threat of illegal fishing and
trafficking of sharks and rays, the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
reinforced the protection granted to five shark species and
all manta rays by listing these species in Appendix II, which
imposes restrictions on the legal trade of these species.
Amongst various challenges, the lack of technical skills
to identify species is often referenced as a major impediment
to the enforcement of CITES regulations. To address this issue,
Born Free, in collaboration with others, organized 2-day
workshops in West African coastal countries focusing on the
identification of CITES-listed shark and ray species. These
workshops target CITES national authorities and customs and
enforcement officers, and focus on basic CITES principles and
techniques for the identification of shark and ray species.
Born Free also is using these trainings as an opportunity
to distribute posters promoting shark conservation and to
identify critical needs to reinforce marine law enforcement in the
sub-region. It is our hope that through these trainings,
participating countries will be better equipped to enforce CITES
regulations in West Africa, thereby helping to conserve shark
and ray species.
Learn More: The new website will feature a section
highlighting our work in West and Central Africa.
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SHARK AND RAY SPECIES
IDENTIFICATION TRAININGS
IN WEST AFRICA

UNSUNG HEROES FACE DANGER
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE
In the early hours of March 15, 2018, a heavily militarized
group of unidentified poachers attacked the Nassougou forest
guard post in the city of Matiacoali (Gourma province) on the
Burkina Faso side of the W-Arly-Pendjari (WAP) ecological
complex. They had cowardly waited until the middle of the night
to come to the post and shoot everything in sight (more than
400 AK-47 casings were recovered by authorities responding
to the incident), burn a vehicle, and steal weapons and personal
effects. During the attack, Mr. Jules Sombouaya Yameogo, one
of the seven forest guards posted at Nassougou, lost his life.
Mr. Yameogo would have turned 29 on April 9. He was married,
the father of a young child, and he and his wife were expecting
the arrival of their second child in June.
This was not an isolated incident – it is estimated that more
than 1,000 park rangers have been killed in the line of duty
over the past 10 years. These casualties of the recent upsurge
in violence caused by the illegal wildlife trade illustrate very
concretely the dramatic human impact of the fight against
wildlife crime.
Recognizing the urgent need to support rangers in the field,
Born Free launched a partnership with Freeland to fundraise
for the organization of specialized ranger training in West
Africa. Born Free also raised funds specifically for the family
of Mr. Yameogo, a true conservation hero whose death will be
remembered.
You Can Help: Support the Rangers by visiting
http://bit.ly/thingreenline.

Marion Crepet

Alice Stroud

Africa Policy & Capacity Building

Africa Policy & Capacity Building

Program Associate

Director

marion@bornfreeusa.org

alice@bornfreeusa.org

FUNDRAISING CORNER
P L E A S E D O N AT E T O D AY.

Help endangered
and imperiled
species!
Use envelope included
in this issue.

REMEMBERING WILDLIFE HERO
JOYCE K. MILLER
We would like to take a moment to remember and honor the late
Joyce K. Miller, an exceptional person with a special place in her
heart for animals. Joyce was a supporter of Animal Protection
Institute and Born Free USA for more than 30 years. As her
niece, Carol, wrote, “Joyce loved every creature from insect
to elephant, delighting in the beauty and life of all creatures.”
Having grown up during the Great Depression, Ms. Miller came
to understand the importance of living a simple, minimalistic life
and finding joy even in the smallest of things. She always put her
creativity to great use, completing puzzles, writing poems, and
making all of her own clothes and patterns.
Joyce’s commitment to wildlife was extraordinary. She lived
a simple lifestyle, holding a clerical job for nearly 50 years. Her
wish was to continue to help animals after her lifetime and she
was able to leave a gift to support efforts in protecting wildlife
and their habitats and end the suffering of wild animals in
captivity.
Please join us in remembering Joyce and recognizing her
compassion and generosity.

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS
In an effort to keep our supporters aware of the
impactful work we are doing and to raise money to
do more, Born Free USA will hold several fundraising
events this year. If you would like to be on the
invitation list for any of these events, please contact
events@bornfreeusa.org or call 202-450-3168:
Join us in New York City on June 6 at 7:00 p.m. at The Farm,
located at 447 Broadway in SoHo. This evening will feature
presentations by wildlife expert Will Travers and Born Free USA
CEO Prashant Khetan, an exciting live auction and fund-a-need,
along with lovely hors d’oeuvres and cocktails.
RSVP at http://bit.ly/celebrationofwildlife.
Save the date for Los Angeles! We are planning a fundraiser in
LA on September 27. Details will be shared later, but be sure to
mark your calendars now.
We are also working on events in San Francisco in late
September and in Nashville in late October.
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PRIMATE SANCTUARY

(FROM COVER) This transition can be a difficult one, especially for
individuals who may have spent upwards of 30 years in isolation,
like Betsy, or had never felt grass below their feet, like Taz.
Primates are wild animals and are not meant to be kept as pets
– many “owners” fail to realize that just like humans, primates have
extremely intricate social lives and need to be around others of
their own kind in order to develop normally, both psychologically
and emotionally. In addition, a natural environment provides a
challenging and exciting day-to-day life that cannot possibly be
mimicked in a human home. In the wild, primates spend years
with their mothers learning natural social skills and behaviors,
but in the pet trade, infants are taken from their mothers within
days or months of their birth. This means that ex-pets have a
great deal of trouble interacting with their own species – they
don’t understand the meaning of social behaviors or typical
forms of communication – and, additionally, often face numerous
health issues, such as diabetes and heart disease as a result of
a poor diet and lack of proper exercise.
At our Sanctuary, each monkey is given the chance to adapt
to his or her own life on their own time. The extremely dedicated
and caring staff (many of whom live on site) know the name,
history, and physical/medical needs of every individual under
their care. The days are spent caring for the monkeys, cleaning
12

and maintaining enclosures, checking on each individual,
feeding, and assisting in any necessary medical checks or
procedures. In some cases, such as in the large snow monkey
groups, individuals are already well-adjusted and living lives of
freedom; whereas in other cases, such as that of Betsy, a great
deal of work and attention is needed.
There are many monkeys living at the Sanctuary whose
stories echo that of Betsy. For a monkey who has never had a
companion before, or for a monkey who has never been outside
of a 3’ x 4’ cage, such new situations are very difficult to adapt
to. Despite their caregivers’ best efforts, some monkeys may
never achieve a full “recovery.” At the Sanctuary, these monkeys,
and others with special medical needs (i.e., blind, diabetic,
megaesophagus) are given housing separate from the larger
groups. This allows for individuals to progress on their own time
and to be provided with specialized enrichment, ensuring that
the monkeys are always busy and no one is isolated, unless an
individual makes that choice for him or herself. Over time, as
progress is made by those individuals with social challenges,
they may be slowly introduced, first to other individuals, and
later to a larger group. Additionally, those with medical needs
are monitored closely by Dr. Katie Johnson, the Sanctuary’s
veterinarian, as well as their caregivers.

PRIMATE SANCTUARY

PHOTOS: BORN FREE USA

“...just like humans, primates have
extremely intricate social lives and
need to be around others of their own
kind in order to develop normally, both
psychologically and emotionally.”

Having visited and worked at other sanctuaries in the past,
in many ways, the relative freedom provided here sets the
Sanctuary a world apart. As Tim Ajax, the Sanctuary’s Director,
proudly shares, the goal here is for every monkey to be able
to join a social group and not be dependent on humans. After
having the feeling of stepping into a wild monkey habitat – on a
ranch in Texas, of all places – clearly the Born Free USA Primate
Sanctuary is succeeding in meeting this goal!
You Can Help: Give the gift of a brighter tomorrow by
adopting a primate at http://bit.ly/primateadopt.
Jennifer Draiss
Development Associate
jennifer@bornfreeusa.org
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PRIMATE SANCTUARY
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BABOON CHALLENGES
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CHONGO UPDATE

Working with monkeys raises all sorts of unexpected challenges.
Our baboon enclosures were built to withstand the wear and
tear of the daily lives of strong adult baboons, but recently we
have found that we are unprepared for the pure destructive
mayhem of adolescent boys. Our two young males, Buddy
and Elvis, have discovered a passion for demolition. Much like
human teenagers, they simply love to take things apart. They rip
paneling off their nest boxes, peel apart the sheet metal roofs on
their structures, and utterly destroy any form of enrichment we
offer them apart from the sturdiest toys.
Occasionally, I need to replace the battery on the solar
panel for the enclosure’s electric wire. With Buddy and Elvis’
proclivities in mind, I attempted to block them from reaching
the solar panel by attaching some meshing to the chain link.
They took one look at the meshing and laughed as they easily
punched through it and tore it down. Next, I drilled some holes
in a square sheet of plywood and zip-tied it to the fence. This
lasted nearly thirty minutes before Buddy realized he could hold
a corner and push the middle until he had cracked it into three
pieces. For my third try, I cut a square of thicker wood and
drilled many more holes, placing zip-ties only about two inches
apart. After tugging and pulling on it myself, I apprehensively
allowed the boys to investigate. As of this writing, they have yet
to destroy my work, but truth be told, I check every chance I get,
waiting for their ingenious minds to solve the puzzle.
You Can Help: Visit our Primate Adoption page to adopt
Buddy at http://bit.ly/primateadopt.
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Since being featured as one of the stars on National Geographic’s
Animal ER show last year, Chongo, a Rhesus Macaque rescued
from the exotic pet trade, continues to improve here at the
Primate Sanctuary. Chongo arrived at Born Free extremely
malnourished, a result of being an exceptionally picky eater due
to his diet as a pet, which mostly consisted of “human” foods or
processed foods. After a few trying years of attempting to get
Chongo to eat a balanced diet resembling that of a wild primate,
we made some great progress by slowly weaning him off sugary
processed foods and incorporating more fruits and vegetables
into his meals. This change enabled Chongo to gain muscle
mass, thicken his dirty blonde hair, and have more energy.
To further improve Chongo’s welfare, companionship
became our next priority. We sought out to find Chongo a
friend. Throughout the course of two years, we both attempted
and failed to introduce Chongo to a variety of individuals, as we
quickly realized that Chongo’s first response was aggression.
We couldn’t blame him for this reaction, as he had never been
around any other monkeys. After numerous injuries resulting
from fighting with the hopeful but unsuccessful suitors, Chongo
finally decided to tolerate another monkey: Professor.
Due to his very astute and cautious nature, Professor seemed
like the mature complement to Chongo’s impulsive personality,
precisely what was needed to enable a successful relationship.
We introduced the two of them a few months ago now, and we
are beginning to see signs of Chongo behaving like a monkey
in the wild instead of behaving (forcibly) as a pet.
We are pleased to report that before this magazine went
to publication, one of our caretakers saw Professor grooming
Chongo for the first time – a major milestone in Chongo’s
progression!

Katie Conway

Devan Schowe

Primate Caregiver

Primate Caregiver

PRIMATE SANCTUARY
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STAFF CRINGING

ENDANGERED SPECIES AT
OUR PRIMATE SANCTUARY
We feed the monkeys an assortment of fresh produce, nuts, and
a specially formulated, nutritionally complete biscuit. Even with
all these options, their instincts compel them to forage as if they
weren’t guaranteed food at designated mealtimes. Everywhere
a monkey looks, he or she sees food. Leaves, grass, flowers,
insects; everything is fair game. They will even go after lizards
and birds when they get an opportunity. As caregivers, we
are pretty used to this, and are gratified to see the monkeys
behaving so naturally, but sometimes even we are shocked at
what qualifies as “food.”
I once watched in bemused horror as a long-tailed macaque
named Sammy plucked a wasp nest like an apple and started
munching away, all the time ignoring the furious wasps who
futilely attacked him. Another long-tail, Whitey, casually scooped
up a scorpion and popped it in his mouth. For us, a scorpion
is something to be avoided. For Whitey, a scorpion is a tasty
snack!
The bonnet macaques love leafy greens more than anyone
else, but sometimes even that can be taken too far. One of the
most hated (by humans) plants on property is stinging nettle.
The plant’s hairy leaves cause an irritating tingling that doesn’t
go away for hours. Yet, I have seen bonnets, such as 20-year
old Armstrong, grab a handful of stinging nettle and happily
chew away. The thought of putting that plant anywhere near my
sensitive lips and tongue makes me shudder, but everything is on
the menu when you’re a monkey dining al fresco!
Learn More: The new website will feature regular stories
and updates of the Sanctuary residents.

Katie Conway
Primate Caregiver

Nala and I make eye contact and she immediately puckers
her lips, thrusts her lower jaw forward and pulls her ears and
forehead back in a confused greeting gesture. This has been our
way since 2012 when she and her group were rescued from the
Wild Animal Orphanage and re-homed to our Primate Sanctuary.
This type of behavior would actually be considered an
aggressive posture in wild pig-tailed macaques, but in Nala’s
case, having been previously reared as a “pet,” she has the
instinctual gesture down pat, and uses it whether she’s greeting
me or disciplining one of the youngsters. This type of confused
behavior is extremely common in primates bred and raised for
the pet trade, as their highly abnormal upbringing causes many
psychological and social problems.
In the wild, pig-tailed macaques live in troops of up to 80
individuals or more, and this species is considered quite intelligent.
The various displays, vocalizations and (like Nala) facial
expressions serve to communicate a wide range of emotions and
important information, such as location of food and immediate
threats. Sadly, the pig-tailed macaque’s conservation status is
listed as vulnerable with deforestation and habitat destruction
at the hands of timber and agriculture industries being the most
significant threats to their long-term viability.
Having been reared as a pet, Nala can never be returned
to the forests of Southeast Asia where her wild cousins live, but
she does reside in a large, open-topped enclosure where she
is protected and is free to express herself just as she pleases,
whether it’s appropriate or not.
You Can Help: Visit our Primate Adoption page to adopt
Nala at http://bit.ly/primateadopt.
Tim Ajax
Primate Sanctuary Director
tim@bornfreeusa.org
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ENDANGERED SPECIES
HOPE AND PROGRESS FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES

Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in 1977. She dedicated over 60 years
of her life to the protection of Africa’s wildlife and some of the
world’s most iconic and threatened animals. She sadly passed
away on April 12, leaving a legacy that will continue on long
into the future. She used her voice to fight for the release of
elephants in captivity, knowing that seeing an elephant in a
zoo or circus was not really seeing an elephant. “Elephants are
gregarious creatures, that have a strong sense of family and of
death; they form friendships that span a lifetime. Like humans,
they need the companionship and comfort of friends.”

ELEPHANTS ON THE VULNERABLE LIST.
As I sat watching old family movies, memories came flooding
back. Memories of happy times travelling with my parents and
younger brother. What struck me was how almost every trip had
a visit to some local animal park, roadside zoo, or aquarium.
It reminded me that in the late 50’s and early 60’s, this was
the norm. It was what most people accepted. From alligators
and exotic birds to jumping dolphins doing tricks in small pools
to wild animals being paraded around for onlookers to “ooh”
and “ah” over, there was no shortage of attractions to draw in
tourists. We seemed to say “yes” to them all.

EXTINCTION IS FOREVER.
As a rose-colored glasses optimist, it also reminded me how
far we’ve come. Never forgetting how far we still have to
go. Although consciousness is raised, those who work in the
conservation arena warn us that the extinction of species
continues to accelerate “fast enough to eliminate more than
half of all species by the end of this century.” The cause of this
extinction is directly linked to human activity.
The rapid loss of species we see today is estimated by
experts to be between 1,000 and 10,000 times higher than the
natural extinction rate. Using the low estimate that there are 2
million species on our planet, how can we stand by and continue
to allow species to perish, especially knowing that extinction of
species and natural ecosystems is not reversible? Once species
are gone, they’re gone forever.

THE ELEPHANT ADVOCATE IN THE ROOM.
My deep love for elephants goes back to my childhood. Their
wisdom and majesty fascinate me. As a long-time elephant
crusader, I’m not alone, as there seems to be a universal
admiration and love for these beautiful animals. Elephants are
not only self-aware like humans but are also highly sensitive and
caring animals, who express grief, compassion, altruism, and
play.
Perhaps one of this century’s most respected wildlife voices
has been Dame Daphne Sheldrick, who founded the David
16

It’s sometimes hard to imagine that at the turn of the 20th
century, there were a few million African elephants, especially
considering that there are only an estimated 450,000 to
700,000 today. The troubling news is that the current yearly loss
– overwhelmingly from poaching – is estimated at 8 percent.
That’s about 27,000 elephants slaughtered each year! Poached,
to satisfy the insatiable demand for ivory from elephant tusks.
Couple that with trophy-hunting, population growth, human
encroachment, and of course climate change, and it becomes
clear that elephants remain in real danger.

GOOD NEWS FOR ELEPHANTS.
There’s good news on this front though. Asian countries, who’ve
been the main consumer of poached ivory, are moving to ban
ivory imports. For example, China, believed to be the world’s
largest consumer of ivory, recently put in place a strong ivory
ban. African nations are doing their part and also cracking down
on the ivory trade. With the rise in ecotourism, more people are
travelling to see wild animals in their natural habitats, keeping
tourist money in the local economy, while helping to preserve
the environment, culture, and endangered species of animals
and plants. A win-win.
What can we do? It’s easy to become an elephant advocate
by supporting groups like Born Free and committing to avoid
any sort of “entertainment” setting where an elephant performs.
Is there hope? Always. Enough so that one day soon, animal
cruelty and an endangered species list will (hopefully) be a thing
of the past. Until then, I’ll remain a rose-colored glasses optimist,
working to raise awareness and change.

Beverley Golden
is a writer, storyteller, peacenik, and animal
and environmental rights advocate. Check
out her best-selling book, Confessions of
a Middle-Aged Hippie, and visit her on:
www.beverleygolden.com.

ENDANGERED SPECIES
THE SLOW EXTINCTION OF THE “GENTLE GIANTS” WE KNOW AS GIRAFFES
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Imagine the scene in a few decades time. A child is watching
the popular animated film Madagascar, which is now a classic,
and laughing at Melman the giraffe’s antics and then asks to see
a giraffe in real life.
How heartbreaking would it be to explain to a child that
giraffes no longer exist and have become extinct? How would
we explain that our past generations were fortunate to see them
in their natural habitat, roaming happily, munching on leaves
from trees, and bringing joy to all, but now they exist only in
photographs, or museums, because not enough was done to
save them as a species?
If we don’t act now, this will be the reality, as we are slowly
witnessing the extinction of our gentle giants, who according to
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), have
dwindled by 40%, which is a staggering amount. Approximately
30 years ago, there were around 150,000 giraffes roaming our
planet, whereas now there are only about 90,000.

Growing up in Kenya, I was used to seeing different species
of giraffes, in ample quantities at the various game reserves
around the country. But over the years, I have noticed how the
giraffe populations have decreased.
The decline of giraffes worldwide is attributed to several
reasons, such as habitat loss, ecological changes, poaching,
and trophy hunting. Giraffe marrow is sought after for illegal
trade as it is rumored to cure AIDS, their bones are used for
carvings, the skin for furnishings, and their tails are offered as
a dowry in the Congo. According to the American Wildlife
Foundation, even the long black hairs that you find at the end
of a giraffe’s tail are sought to make good-luck bracelets, fly
whisks, and thread.
The world recently witnessed the sad death of Sudan, the
LAST male northern white rhino on our planet, who closed
his eyes for the last time at Ol Pejeta Conservancy in Kenya,
while the world’s eyes were opened wide to the reality of

how close extinction really is. More must be done to ensure
that other animals do not suffer this plight, and trophy hunting
continues to be one of the biggest contributors to the decline in
the giraffe populations today. There need to be laws in place, in
the U.S. and internationally, to help protect giraffes against this
overexploitation for trade.
Through education around the world, raising awareness of
the issues, signing petitions to stop the illegal and legal hunting
of these gentle giants, we can do our best to reverse this and
help change the status of giraffes from “Vulnerable” to “Least
Concern” so that future generations will see our beloved giraffes
in their masses, roaming Planet Earth.
Binny Shah-Patel
is a London based Food and Travel Writer,
animal lover, and author of the blog
Binny’s Food and Travel Diaries:
https://binnyskitchen.com. She can
be found tweeting at @binnyjs and
on Instagram at @binnys_kitchen.
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ENDANGERED SPECIES
I was dismayed when I learned that the world’s only male
northern white rhinoceros, Sudan, died on March 19. Sudan
was the last of a sub-species of the White Rhinoceros, which
is listed as Critically Endangered on the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)’s Red List of Threatened
Species. Now, two female northern white rhinos are the last
of their kind on this planet. It is troubling knowing that, despite
our best efforts in conservation and animal science, we are
struggling to protect endangered wildlife. The nearing end of
the northern white rhino should come as a wake-up call. We
share our planet with other wonderful creatures, and it is up to
us to be responsible environmental stewards. As the survival of
certain species becomes increasingly threatened by a changing
environment and human activity, we must support policies and
programs to promote wildlife conservation, both at home and
abroad.
Unfortunately, Donald Trump is taking us backwards when it
comes to protecting animals. In March, the Trump Administration
decided to lift the ban on importing sport-hunted elephant
trophies, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is
currently reviewing importation permits on a case by case basis.
President Trump’s baffling decision is likely to encourage hunting
of precious animals. Instead of leading global efforts to combat
poaching and over-hunting, the Trump administration is setting
back conservation efforts by miles. That is why Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee and I introduced the Prohibiting Threatened
and Endangered Creature Trophies (ProTECT) Act. The
legislation would amend the Endangered Species Act (ESA) to
prohibit trophy hunting any endangered or threatened species
of fish and wildlife in the United States and bans the importation
of trophy hunted endangered species or threatened species of
fish and wildlife.
I also appreciate and recognize the importance of
enforcement efforts in combatting wildlife trafficking, which is
why for the past two years, I have requested that the Interior
Appropriations Subcommittee provide robust funding for the
USFWS’s Office of Law Enforcement (OLE), an enforcement
authority within the USFWS responsible for investigating
wildlife trafficking crimes. I have pushed to have more resources
allocated to UWFWS’s Wildlife Detector Program, which is
integral to employing trained canines at ports of entry across
the country to inspect packages for illegal wildlife products.
Like elephants, many endangered and threatened species
are aggressively hunted for their skin and other body parts
to sell on the black market. Worth an estimated $10 billion
annually, the illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products is
carried out by highly organized transnational criminal networks
that connect poachers around the world. These networks
often feed into networks of other illicit activities such as drug
18
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CONGRESSMAN TED LIEU ON THE IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING OUR WILDLIFE

trafficking. Accordingly, the growing poaching crisis poses a
serious national security threat. Now more than ever, it is critical
that the U.S. lead the charge in disincentivizing the demand
for elephant ivory, rhino horns, lion bones, and other wildlife
products.
The vast majority of Americans would agree: there is no
sound argument for hunting endangered and threatened species.
Champions of this inhumane practice argue that hunting helps
with conservation efforts by providing resources to conservation
groups. In practice, that is not the case. The so-called trophy
hunting fees generated by hunting exhibitions seldom flows into
local communities or wildlife conservation initiatives.
We have to be as compassionate as we are strategic when it
comes to prohibiting the hunting of endangered species. Fueling
the trade of trophies, ivory, and horns is selfish as much as it is
cruel. Our environment is blessed with an abundance of natural
resources and sacred wonders and we have a duty to do all we
can to protect it.
While Congress has its hands full these days, efforts to
conserve wildlife and combat wildlife trafficking must remain a
priority. Protecting our planet and its animals is our moral duty.
Congressman Ted Lieu
is the current U.S. Representative for
California’s 33rd Congressional District.
He serves on the House Committee on
the Judiciary and the House Committee
on Foreign Affairs. He is also a former
active duty officer in the U.S. Air Force and
currently serves as a Colonel in the Reserves. Throughout
Mr. Lieu’s career, he has been a strong advocate for the
humane treatment of animals and a strong supporter of
wildlife conservation.

ENDANGERED SPECIES
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WHAT IS THAT LESSER KNOWN ENDANGERED SPECIES?

While these imperiled species might not make it into the
spotlight, it is important to be mindful of the existence of these
lesser known endangered species. While I will never forget my
experience with lions in Kruger National Park, I am mindful of
the fact that each individual animal and species – even the ones
that we don’t hear about or read about – plays a vital role in
the ecosystem.
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Most people do not have the pleasure of experiencing some
of the world’s most iconic exotic animals first hand, let alone
in the wild. I was fortunate enough to have numerous amazing
experiences with many of these iconic animals while in South
Africa. A most memorable experience, that I still think fondly of
to this day, was while camping in the bush in Kruger National
Park. It was late at night and I was lying in my tent listening to the
roars of lions all around me. The roars of lions were everywhere
and in every direction. They were so loud calling to each other,
less than a mile away, and it continued throughout the night!
Come dawn, I woke up to more lion roars. I climbed out of my
tent and walked past our circled barricade of vehicles and saw
five lions nearby at a waterhole. It was an amazing experience
and one that I would’ve never dreamt about.
I, along with most people, instantly think of lions, and
other majestic and iconic animal species when we hear the
term “endangered species.” Species like the giant panda,
Asian elephant, tiger, African lion, and rhinoceros get the most
attention and are the animals that people are most familiar
with. But what about the hundreds of lesser known endangered
species (thousands if you include non-mammals)?
Have you heard of a jaguarundi? A small wild cat native
to southern North America and South America, who has been
listed on the United States Fish and Wildlife endangered
species list since June 1976. Or an aye-aye? Lemurs native
to Madagascar, and have been listed since June 1970? How
about a dugong? A marine mammal similar in appearance to a
manatee and native to the warm water ranges from east Africa
to Australia, including the Red Sea and Indian and Pacific
Oceans. The dugong has been listed since June 1976. These
are only three examples of lesser known endangered species,
but there are countless others, like the vaquita, pangolin, and
African vulture.

Learn More: Be on the lookout for upcoming blogs about
pangolins and African vultures, two such lesser known
endangered species.

Julie Kluck
Campaign Associate
julie@bornfreeusa.org
19

ANIMAL ISSUES DIGEST
official publication of
P.O. Box 32160
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 450-3168
info@bornfreeusa.org
www.bornfreeusa.org

Change Service
Requested

Small Effort BIG DIFFERENCE
JUST A SMALL EFFORT ON YOUR PART CAN MAKE A BIG

When you take the small step of naming Born Free USA in your will or trust,
or as the beneficiary of your retirement, investment, checking, or savings account,
you help us continue important work.
Call or e-mail to learn how you can make a big difference today:
christine@bornfreeusa.org or 707-498-8908

PHOTO: DIANA ROBINSON/FREEFORCOMMERCIALUSE.ORG

DIFFERENCE TO OUR MISSION.

